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Why Was Yahoo So Hot To Acquire s e
iPhone App Maker IntoNow?

By Lisa Greim, PCWorld Apr 25, 2011 4:20 PM

Yahoo just paid 327 million for iPhone app maker IntoMNow. I R I Sca n wddd YV RIS © et

What in the world is InfoNow? Why does Yahoo wani this company, which launched 12 weeks ago and
has all of seven employees? And why should anybody care? M
Short answers first:

1. IntoMow makes an iPhone app that enables you to tell your network of friends about the cool
TV show, movie, game or commercial you're watching.'

2. Yahoo wants it because it dovetails into all the areas people are talking about right now:
Mobile, video and connected TV

3. You should care because it tells the immediate universe that you just watched an Audi Scan your documents
commercial i
wherever you are:

..............................................................

Similar Articles:

Verizon's Droid X 12 Apps to Get
You Started

.................................................................

TV show you're watching, identifies it, tags it and shares the information on social
networks. CEO Adam Cahan says the Yahoo cash will enable IntoMNow to move into

new paris of the world and extend the app to Android, iPad and other platforms. Mobile Trend to Watch: Apps That

Interact With Your Favorite TV
Shows

The technology, a proprietary indexing system called SoundPrint. is genuinely cool.
video, and its algorithms can identify programming "down to the episode” in 4 to 12 seconds. even if

5 t ilbr
the show is brand spanking new. 5 Reasons to Jailbreak Your iPhone

- and 5 Reasons Not
You don't have to be friends with people to look at their profiles or see what they're watching. In fact

-
IntoMow runs a Twitter-like feed right there on its homepage that tells me Mario G. is watching "Sports ?’ Facebook App 'Where Are My

Center” while Jim C. is watching "Good Will Hunting " Bl RAVLRI L

The "Why?" is more complicated. From the IntoMow blog: "We want you to connect with your friends to
make television more social, engaging and personalized. It's what you're info, what you're doing right
now, and there should be an easy way to share that with your friends. Along the way we hope you
discover more shows you should be info... we certainly have "

Apple's Rumored iTV: Islit Time To
Dump Your Cable Provider Yet?

g. Facebook Messages: The Worst

Here Come the Ads Thing That Ever Happened

That's the consumer "Why?" The business why is more insidious, especially if you've been paying

been. Several companies previewed automatic content recognition apps at this year's National = 1 \
Association of Broadcasters confab. One, called Vobile, said "Mobile applications that integrate with IMeSt Condend N wks
Vobile ACR technology will drive advanced advertising models and enable synchronization of content
between TV and mobile devices, such as smartphones and tablets " See what small businesses are saying
about server virtualization
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Yes indeed! Advertisers will be able to push content to your smartphone or tablet, so you get the
groovy cola game or coupon for pizza while the commercial is still smacking your eyeballs. It's
everything an adman could want Immediacy, reach, frequency, personalization, monetization and a == -
whole bunch of other -ations that may or may not have anything to do with "making television more ){ . '|| ﬁ;?a

social, engaging and personalized.”
HITPRINT

Doesn't that make you want to run screaming into the night? It made Yahoo want to spend 327 million.

See more like this: apps, apple iphone, android, yahoo Today @ PCWorld
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Android Outranks Apple in Desirability — and

3ponsafe That's Huge

All iPhones on Sale! Android has now surpassed Apple's iPhone in terms

Wanna Get a Brand Mew Iphone for Under $1007 Come to us! of consumer desirability, according to a new study —

iphone.mk-shopping. com and believe you me, that is some seriously huge
NEWS.
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Use Cloud Girlfriend to Meet Your Dream
Digital Soul Mate

TVs The new web service Cloud Girlfriend allows you to
Get Expert Reviews of Televisions from Consumer Reports conduct a fantasy romance online. No real
ConzumerReports.org information from either side needed.
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Wondering What To Make Tonight? It's Time To Bing™ and Decide. White IPhone 4 Round Up- On Sale

Wednesday?
|5 the white iPhone 4 finally here?
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Android has gobbled up market share, especially
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2310m Black 23" Widescreen LCD
Monitor
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There are enough things draining my phone's battery, | don't think constant audio recording will
help. Also I'l do anything to stay away from TVCs. Who actually wants this?

REPLY FX2490HD Black 24" Widescreen
m LED Monitor (1920%1080, 5ms, DV
- HDMI)
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Android Outranks Apple in Desirability — and
PesJ says: That's Huge
TUE 4 (185225 PDT | Android has now surpassed Apple’s iFhone in terms
of consumer desirability, according to a new study —
and believe you me, that is some seriously huge
News.
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PesJ said Use Cloud Girlfriend to Meet Your Dream

o ; : ’ Digital Soul Mate
There are enough things draining my phone's batiery, | don't think constant audio i niea Wk e Cintd Gl Sltis v

recording will heip. Also I'll do anything to stay away from TVCs. Who actually wants conduct a fantasy romance online. Mo real
this? information from either side needed.

Reports. 77 Million PlayStation Network
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=ony Playstation Metwork accounts may have been

_ _ _ compromised in the recent hack attack. Here's how to
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Facebook Deals Tries to Qut-coupon Groupon

Facebook's new social discount feature looks warth

megazone says. the hassle for small businesses.
PesJ said
Daily Technology Newsletter
Follisimo said Get great stories fram PCWarld like this one
delivered in your inbox for free!
PesJ said Enter e-mail | GO |
There are enough things draining my phone's baitery, | don't think constant audio See All Mewsletters »
recording will help. Also Il do anything fo stay away from TVCs. Who actually
wants this?
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Are you going to make a point or just call me names?
| don't think he was calling you names, he was answering your question "Who actually wants this?"
with "Aftenfionwhores”
REPLY
megazone says.
All of these concepts to combine social media and TV are great and all - but they seem to miss the
grnwing use of DVRs. More and more pEDDlE dare watching content time-shifted, so we're not all
sitting down to watch 30 Rock or whatever at the same time anymore. So any immediacy is lost. |
suppose it may work as a kind of 'suggestion' engine to see what your friends watch and maybe
check out those shows if You don't EfllrEEHI:I‘_nfr watch them.
As for ads - what ads? Are those the EHHD}‘H‘IQ thiF‘IQS | Sl{ip over in 30-second chunks via my TiVa?
Yeah, what | really want is an app that helps me see more ads. (Make a good ad and I'll watch - I'll
even rewind to catch an Old Spice add, my fiancée and | still laugh every time we see the Komodo
one. "lce cream? Okay!")
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